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This layer was developed by NOAA Fisheries in order to evaluate nearshore metrics at a larger 

and relevant spatial scale for the Salmon Habitat Status and Trend Monitoring Program 

(SHSTMP). The polygons of this layer are loosely based on the Steelhead major population 

group (MPG) and Chinook salmon evolutionary significant unit (ESU) boundaries and were 

expanded to include all shorelines of Puget Sound. The basin names were selected using a 

combination from Salmon and Steelhead ESU/MPG names and the oceanographic basins within 

Puget Sound (NMFS 2007, NMFS 2011, Rice et al. 2011).  At this point, we cannot spatially 

correlate all shorelines to distinct populations of Puget Sound salmon or Steelhead so we assign 

the shorelines to a Marine Basin. 

Field Name Description Units 

MarineBasin Strait of Juan de Fuca 

Hood Canal 

North Puget Sound 

Whidbey Basin 

South Central Puget Sound 

 

Area_km Marine basin polygon area kilometer 
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